
Easter Week Reading Plan 

This year, consider beginning your Easter preparation an entire week 
before so you experience Jesus’ last week on earth as a man. We 
invite you to spend Holy Week walking through Jesus’ final week from 
the celebration of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem to the triumph 
of his resurrection. As we journey with Jesus for eight days — from 
Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday, fix your eyes steadily on Jesus as he 
loves you to the uttermost. Let’s be reminded that here is the one who 
“humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross” (Philippians 2:8).  

As you follow the reading plan, we encourage you to do so 
prayerfully. Read the scriptures slowly and take time to process what 
you read, asking the Lord to reveal himself to you through your 
reading. Take time during the day to reflect upon what you’ve read, 
allowing it to transform you. 

Palm Sunday: 

On the Sunday before his death, Jesus began his trip to Jerusalem, 
knowing that soon he would lay down his life for our sins. Jesus sat on 
the young donkey and slowly, humbly, made his triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem, fulfilling the ancient prophecy. Jerusalem meant one thing 
for Jesus: certain death. Nor was he under any illusion of a quick and 
heroic death. When Jesus set his face to go to Jerusalem, he set his 
face to die. 

Read: Zechariah 9:9  Luke 13:33 Luke 18:31-33 Luke 19:28-40 

Holy Monday: Jesus Clears the Temple 

When Jesus arrived at the Temple he found the courts full of corrupt 
money changers. He began overturning their tables and clearing the 
Temple. In Jesus’ time the temple cultivated an economic system that 
was unfair and exploitive and he cleansed the temple in protest 
against those that perpetuated this injustice. Jesus instructed us to act 
beyond what is written, to follow the spirit of the law where justice has 
no boundaries. Let’s reflect on the just heart of Jesus, and take time to 
pause and pray for justice in our world. 

Read: Isaiah 42:1-4 Luke 19:41-48 

Holy Tuesday:  The Authority of Jesus Challenged 

On Tuesday morning, Jesus and his disciples returned to Jerusalem. 
At the Temple, religious leaders, challenged Jesus. They raised a 
number of theological debates with him, questioning both his 
teaching and his God-given authority. After being questioned he 
shares several parables, and foretells numerous details about what 
was going to happen to him so that we may believe when they 
happened. 

Read: Luke 20:1–21:36 Matthew 23:1-3 

Holy Wednesday 

Jesus was teaching in the temple every day, and at night he went out 
to the mount called Olivet. Scripture indicates that Wednesday was 
the day a woman anointed Jesus with very expensive ointment. 
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Thereafter Judas Iscariot negotiated with the Sanhedrin to betray 
Jesus. 

Read: Matthew 26:6-16 Mark 14:1-11 

Maundy Thursday 

Holy Week takes a somber turn on Thursday. From Bethany, Jesus sent 
Peter and John ahead to the Upper Room in Jerusalem to make the 
preparations for the Passover Feast. That evening Jesus washed the 
feet of his disciples as they prepared to share in the Passover. Maundy 
is an old English word for washing, so it reminds us how Jesus lowered 
Himself ― literally and figuratively ― to wash his disciple’s feet. Jesus 
foretells Peter’s denial, and later leaves the Upper Room and goes to 
the Garden of Gethsemane, where he prayed in agony to God the 
Father. Late that evening in Gethsemane, Jesus was betrayed with a 
kiss by Judas Iscariot and arrested by the Sanhedrin. He was taken to 
the home of Caiaphas, the High Priest, where the whole council had 
gathered to begin making their case against Jesus. Meanwhile, in the 
early morning hours, as Jesus' trial was getting underway, Peter 
denied knowing his Master three times before the rooster crowed. 

Read: Luke 22:7-62 

Good Friday 

Good Friday is the most difficult day of Passion or Holy Week. 
According to Scripture, Judas Iscariot, the disciple who had betrayed 
Jesus, was overcome with remorse and hanged himself early Friday 
morning. Jesus endured the shame of false accusations, 
condemnation, mockery, beatings, and abandonment. After multiple 

unlawful trials, he was sentenced to death by crucifixion. He was 
hastily crucified and buried before the Sabbath began that evening. 

Read: Psalm 22:1-18 Luke 22:66-23:56 

Holy Saturday  

Since it was the Sabbath, all activity came to a halt. Jesus’ body lay in 
its tomb, where it was guarded by Roman soldiers throughout the day. 
While his physical body lay in the tomb, Jesus Christ paid the penalty 
for sin by offering the perfect, spotless sacrifice. 

Read: Matthew 27:62-66 Luke 23:56 1 Peter 1:18-19 

Resurrection Sunday 

On Resurrection Sunday several women (Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
Salome, and Mary the mother of James) went to the tomb and 
discovered that the large stone covering the entrance had been rolled 
away. On the day of his resurrection, Jesus Christ made at least five 
appearances. Mark's Gospel says the first person to see him was Mary 
Magdalene. Jesus also appeared to Peter, to the two disciples on the 
road to Emmaus, and later that day to all of the disciples except 
Thomas, while they were gathered in a house for prayer. 
The eyewitness accounts in the Gospels provide what Christians 
believe to be undeniable evidence that the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ did indeed happen.  

Read: Matthew 28:1-10
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