WHAT’S THE STORY, YO?
KING HEROD’S STORY 

Welcoming Question: What is the best or worst Christmas present you’ve received? 

Game: Christmas Charades (see game list attached)

Lesson: Today is all about King Herod. 
There is a buzz going on around town about Jesus’ birth. If you remember correctly, the shepherds went out and started telling everybody the good news. Next, Wise Men from the East showed up and were asking around how they might find the Savior who had been born. All of this news got to the guy who we are featuring today… King Herod. 
Let’s READ Matthew 2:13-23 together. 

Is this story crazy or what?! Baby Jesus is on the run for his life and he can barely walk! 
We are ending our Christmas story with King Herod for a very important reason… God sent His Son, Jesus, to die for our sins. For everyone. And that even included King Herod. 

Check out the discussion points below: 
	OLDER GROUPS

Questions: 
· Can you name each of the characters from each week of our series? Which one was the most memorable?
· Why do you think King Herod reacted the way he did to the news of Jesus’ birth?
· The Wise Men and Joseph were all warned by God to flee from Herod. What could have happened if they didn’t listen?
· Have you ever had a time when you felt that God was speaking to you? What happened? Did you listen to His voice? 
· What does it mean to forgive someone? 
· Why is forgiveness such a powerful thing?
· Is there anyone in your life that you need to forgive or ask for forgiveness? 
· What does it mean when we say that the birth of Christ is “more than a story”?
	YOUNGER GROUPS

Questions: 
· Who was the main character in this week’s part of the Story of Christmas?
· Can you name each of the characters from each week of our series?  Which one do you remember the most about?
· Why do you think King Herod reacted the way he did to the news of Jesus’ birth?
· How were the Wise Men warned about King Herod?
· How was Joseph warned about King Herod?
· What does it mean to forgive someone?
· Is it easy or difficult to forgive others? Why?
· Is there anyone in your life that you need to forgive or ask for forgiveness?
· What does it mean when we say that the birth of Christ is “more than a story”?




Worship Song: Raise a Hallelujah - https://youtu.be/tyuDZuYI4VQ 

