WHAT’S THE STORY, YO?
MARY & JO’S STORY 
Intro: Through this series, we will be looking at the story of Christmas and discovering how amazing it really was. The amazing thing about what happened at Christmas is that it was and is so much MORE THAN A STORY. 
It’s the story of God’s great love for His children and it’s a story that changes lives! 
Over the next few weeks we are going to take a look at many of the people involved in the first Christmas – Mary & Joseph, the Shepherds, the Wise Men, and King Herod. 

Game: celebrity heads (leader will have instructions)

Lesson: Read together - Luke 1:26-38 (Mary); Matthew 1:18-25 (Joseph); Luke 2:1-7 (Mary & Joseph) 
· Mary wasn’t anyone extra special – she wasn’t a celebrity and was not well-known. She was just an ordinary girl who was obedient to God.

Did you know that the same is true for you and me? It is! God isn’t looking for the person with the highest grades or the most athletic or even the best looking – nothing like that. God uses people for great things who are simply obedient to Him and His Word. 

It didn’t make sense that Mary would be chosen as the mother of the Saviour of the World, but that’s exactly what we are learning about today… “GOD’S TRUTH IS MORE THAN I CAN UNDERSTAND.” God’s plan is so much more – it’s so much greater! When we are obedient to Him, He will do incredible things with and through our lives!

This is how Jesus was born and it’s an incredible story! But… it’s not done! We still have 3 more characters involved that all play a big part in this crazy tale. 
But, you see, that’s just it … This isn’t just a tale or a fable … or a story. This is truth! This is the real story of God sending His one and only Son to this world. 
This is so much MORE THAN A STORY. This is the life-changing love of God that He would send us a Saviour!  



*leaders to choose 3 questions & discuss – age group appropriate* 
Chat: 
	OLDER GROUPS:

Questions: 
· What is your favorite type of story?
· When we say that the birth of Jesus is “More Than a Story,” what do we mean?
· For the girls: How do you think you would have reacted if you were Mary in this story?
· For the boys: How do you think you would have reacted if you were Joseph in this story?
· What is faith? 
· Did Mary and Joseph need faith in order to believe and trust what the angels told them? 
· Have you ever had a situation that required faith? What happened?
· Where should we place our faith and trust?

	YOUNGER GROUPS

Questions: 
· What is your favorite type of story?
· What makes the story of Jesus’ birth so special?
· How do you think Mary felt when the angel appeared to her?
· How do you think Joseph felt when the angel appeared to him?
· How would you have reacted if an angel appeared to you out of nowhere?!
· What is faith? 
· Did Mary and Joseph need faith in order to believe and trust what the angels told them?
· What is trust?
· Where should we place our trust?



This week’s lesson is so important because it shows us WHAT God thinks of us and HOW much He loves us. 
Check out our object lesson to make this practical! 
