WHAT’S THE STORY, YO?
THE INNKEEPER’S STORY 

Knock-Knock Jokes: leaders to tell / share kid-friendly and age-appropriate jokes. Get kids to make up their own one! 

Lesson: Elijah is a 12yr old boy who LIKES this girl in his class. He bumps into her at kid’s church and asks her to sit next to him because she doesn’t know anyone. The leader starts talking about Jesus & Elijah feels a little bit shy. He starts getting sweaty hands, and butterflies in his tummy when the leader asks him to pray. 
“Oh no!!” Elijah thought.
The leader sees Elijah is nervous, so she asks someone else to pray instead. 
Elijah went home feeling very sad because he let the thought of what this girl and his friends would think about him praying decide his actions. He didn’t pray. 

· Have you ever been afraid of what other people might think if they knew you loved Jesus?
· Why, do you think Elijah couldn’t pray? 


Watch: The Christmas Story | Kids Perspective:  https://youtu.be/-s56Xa_C54I 

· How is Elijah’s story the same as the part where we see the innkeeper close the door to Mary & Joseph?

Sometimes we might feel like our friends or family will think we are weird if we do something that shows Jesus’ love like pray or invite a friend to church or sharing your tuckshop money – but DID YOU KNOW – that Jesus is ALWAYS knocking on the “door” of our hearts?!! He WANTS to know you. And love you. And it’s ok to feel scared or shy but it is so much better to know that He wants to see you be like the other guy who didn’t have much but told Mary & Joseph they could bring baby Jesus into the world in his barn. 

Jesus just wants an open and willing heart. 
Pray Together

Craft Activity: Be brave! Write a letter / make a card to a friend who doesn’t know Jesus yet. 
In your letter tell your friend that Jesus loves them and something special that you like about them. And when you see them this week – give it to them! 
