

 Theme:  Incredible me 

WEEK 1 – IN THE BEGINNING– GOD’S ORIGINAL PLAN
Series Aim: To help our children discover their identity in Christ and to encourage the children to find love, value and purpose in God and not in the people or things of this world.
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Series Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God’s masterpiece He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.
Opening mat time: Check in with your kid’s see how their week was, thumbs up or down? Why? Once most kids have arrived ask: What do you guys imagine the Garden of Eden looked like? Close your eyes, imagine it, what do you see, what do you hear?

Intro
Today we are going to tell you a very special story about how human beings began.  It is an important story to know because it was the plan that God wanted for every single human being. This plan God had for us was what he wanted for all humans to enjoy – even for us today, because this plan shows us God’s heart for us.  The good news is that God’s heart hasn’t changed – so this is still the plan and hope He has for us today. 
The story actually starts in the heart of God. 
The Bible tells us in 1 John 4:8......that God IS love. Who is love? GOD
This means God who IS love wanted to pour all this love He had inside of himself into others; He wanted to share his love by loving something other than himself. So God decided to make human beings.
The very first two people God made were called Adam and Eve and they had a very close relationship with God, the bible tells us that they used to walk and talk with him all the time. They actually never even wore clothes – the bible says they were naked and they felt no shame (which means they didn’t feel embarrassed about being naked). They felt so confident and safe with God that they had nothing to hide from him. They enjoyed a very special close relationship with God; this is what God wanted for them and for us too. 
There were actually three special reasons that Adam and Eve felt safe and confident in themselves.  
The first reason is because they knew they were loved by God
In Gen 1:27 it says that he made us in his image, this means because we were made by God who IS love and he put his love inside of us. This is why every single person on the whole earth; from the very first person to now all have the same desire for love in their hearts. We all want to know we are loved. 
We all have a need in our hearts to know we are loved for who we are, not for what we can do, not only if we are good and make no messes, but just loved the way we are.  Everyone wants to feel this safe kind of love. 
So Adam and Eve felt safe and confident knowing they were loved by God. 
The second reason they felt safe and confident in themselves is because they knew they had a purpose for their lives, (wow that’s a big word – purpose means they were made by God to do something very special on earth.) 
You see in Genesis 2:15 we read that God gave Adam and Eve a very important job to do; it was in fact the most special job in the whole world. You see God gave them the responsibility of looking after this whole beautiful world that He had made. This shows us how much God trusted us and how special we are that he wanted us to look after this whole world that he had made. 
This is also why every single person on the whole earth from the very first person until now all wants to find a special and significant thing that they can do with their lives. Not only did God create us to be loved by him, but he gave us the desire for finding a purpose for our life. We all have a desire in our hearts for finding our special reason for being alive. To know that our life matters and that God has a plan for us. 
So Adam and Eve felt special and safe and confident because they knew they had a purpose in God.
The last reason they felt safe and confident in themselves is because God wanted us to enjoy relationships.
You see in Genesis 2:18 God said it was not good for man to be alone – this is why he had made Eve for Adam. God knew that we would enjoy a relationship with Him and others because it would give us a sense of value - (having a sense of value means we feel important, we feel like we matter). From the very first two people until now – no one likes being lonely. Everyone feels special when they are in good loving relationships, when we see others smile and happy because they are enjoying our company it makes our hearts smile and happy as we realize our value in the eyes of others, as we realize we are important to them.
So Adam and Eve felt self-worth because the God of this universe wanted to be in a relationship with them and they had a good happy relationship with each other. 
Conclusion:
As you can see when God originally created human beings – he wanted all of us to feel safe and secure in our relationship with Him, knowing we were loved, knowing we had a purpose for our lives and knowing we had self-worth -  ( which means we know we are ok, we are good enough just the way we are). This was God’sheart in the beginning and this is still His heart for us today. 
Now next week we are going to hear more about what went wrong in the story because you see God also gave us all a very very special gift – this gift is called freedom of choice.  This means we were free to choose if we want to live this life God has planned for us, free to choose to trust in Him – OR – free to choose to do things our way, not trusting in Gods way for us. God wants us to have this freedom of choice because he didn’t want us to be robots forced to obey Him, but rather free to love and trust Him. So next week we are going to see what happened with the freedom that God gave Adam and Eve. 


1. Leading Questions

-Do you know that God loves you for who you are not what you do? 
-What do you think I mean by that? 
-Is there someone in your life that you think loves you for what you do?

2. Affirmation
Let the kids get into pairs with their friends, say: -Do you know that God thinks you are so awesome? Sometimes God uses people in our lives to let us know just how Awesome He thinks we are. So we are going to do something a little different now but it’s important for us to let God use us to tell our friends how awesome and special they are. So I want you to close your eyes and pray and ask God to give you a word to give to your friend that will make them feel loved and very special.

Pray with the children and invite them to join in praying!!!
[bookmark: _30j0zll]
Craft:
Remind the children that today we learnt that God is LOVE and that he loves us so much! Our craft today reminds us how God loves us all individually exactly the way we are!
Set up cute out hearts, pipe cleaners (for arms and legs, googly eyes, crayons, glue, wool (for hair).
Allow the children the freedom to decorate their heart however they want to. 
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