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WEEK 2 - WHERE ARE U? – THE MESS & HIDING 

Series Aim: To help the kids discover their identity in Christ and to encourage the children to find love, value, and purpose in God and not in the people or things of this world.
[bookmark: _Hlk93064043]Series Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.”
Intro and Recap
Last week we heard about the story of how human beings began. It began with God who is love, creating us to be in a loving relationship with Him. It began with God giving us the very special job of looking after the world He had made which gives our lives a purpose, and it began with God declaring that he didn’t want us to be alone – that he wanted us to enjoy a relationship with Him and each other as this was how we would enjoy our self-worth. 
So, in Genesis chapter 1 & 2 we see this beautiful picture of God’s heart for us - in fact, Adam and Eve felt so safe and secure in God’s love that they walked around naked and felt no shame, which means they didn’t feel embarrassed about themselves or worried about what others would think - they didn’t need to hide from each other or God. This was what God wanted for all of us – it was a free choice he gave us. 

Now in Genesis 3 a snake enters the story, the bible tells us that he was the Devil, he didn’t want us to have this close safe relationship with God, he wanted to try to pull us away from God, he wanted to stop us living the life God had desired for us. 
So, he did three things to try to trick us into believing that we didn’t really need God.
1. The first is he asked us questions about what God had said. He was trying to cause us to doubt, which means we are not sure if we believe, what God had said. He said to them in Genesis 3:1 “Did God really say?” 
All of us have questions bouncing around in our heads – sometimes some of those questions are doubt questions. Things like:
· Does God really love you?
· Are you really special?
· Does he really have a special plan for you?
These questions are made to get us to not trust in God’s truth and heart for us. These questions are put in our minds by the enemy, the devil. 
2. The second thing the devil did was a lie. The bible in John 8:44 calls him the father of all lies, so when we are doubting God – he then also speaks lies to us trying to get us to really not trust in God, trying to get us to walk away from God. The devil lied to Adam and Eve as he told them if they disobeyed God and ate the fruit God had told them not to eat from or they would die, - they wouldn’t die. So he lied about what God has said. 

This is why it is so important for us to read the bible – God’s word – because if we don’t know what the truth is, then how do we know what is a lie?

3. The last thing the devil did was tempt us into disobeying God. He told Adam and Eve that if they ate the fruit they would be “like God” meaning that they wouldn’t need God anymore as they could be the god of their own life. Doing things without God, not trusting in Him anymore. 
So they ate the fruit. Do you know what happened then?
The bible said immediately, they became aware of their nakedness and they felt shame (they felt embarrassed). They felt bad.  So they ran away and hid and tried to cover themselves up. They realized that they had made a very very big mess. 

Stop to Discover 
(This can possibly be done in small groups (maybe even boys and girls separate) if you feel it is necessary for vulnerability and connection)
How many of you have made a big mess in life? Maybe you spilt a huge bottle of milk all over the kitchen floor – or maybe you knocked over a large tin of paint on the carpet – or has anyone accidentally broken your mom or dad’s favourite coffee mug, or maybe you messed up really badly on a school project or test. 
What was the first thing you felt in your heart when you realized the mess you had made?
· Did you feel bad? Worried? Ashamed? Cross with yourself? Scared?
· Did you also want to run away and hide from your parents?
· Did you also want to find some way to cover up the mess in a hope no one would notice?
If this is how you felt then don’t worry you are not alone - Adam and Eve felt the same because they also wanted to do these things and let me tell you a little fact, every single person on this earth at some point in their lives when they have made a big mess has felt the same. We all want to run and hide and cover-up when we make messes. 
We do this because we are all afraid of getting into trouble, we are afraid of being shouted at, we are afraid of being rejected, we are afraid we won’t be loved anymore. We are afraid we will be told there is something wrong with us. 

Do you want to know the very first thing God did when Adam and Eve disobeyed him when they messed up?
The very first thing God did was ask a question. The question was not – WHAT HAVE YOU DONE!!!!!
The very first question God asked them was in Genesis 3:9 “Where are you?” 

Conclusion – Wrap Up:
This is a positional question, which means God was worried about where they were.  You see when we mess up our automatic reaction is to run away from those who love us. Adam and Eve ran away from God. God was worried about them because God loved them. Remember what is God? God is love!!
He can’t stop loving us – even when we make a mess. His love, remember is not based on what we do or don’t do – it is based on his heart for us. (Remember he doesn’t love us because of what we do or don’t do, he loves us because he created us)
When we make a mess – God wants to find us first and comfort us. God also wants to show us that he knows how to fix up our messes way better than we can – all we have to do is trust him. God wants us to know that He is safe to bring our messes to, that we don’t have to fix our mess alone. 
Now sometimes there is a consequence to our mess. For example, if we don’t learn for a school test and we fail. Does God fix this mess by suddenly giving us full marks? NO
What He does do is fix the mess in our hearts – where we believe that we are a failure because we failed the test, he wants to take away that shame and show us we are still loved, that we still have a purpose and that we still have value even if we fail a test 
We may still get grounded by our parents for not studying for that test – but God is always with us – and his Love keeps our heart from wanting to hide away in shame. This gives us the courage to keep trying our best.

Closing questions and discussion:
· Have you made a mess before that was so big it made you want to run away?
· How did you try and hide your mess?
· How did your heart feel about yourself because of your mess?
· What do you think God is saying to you despite your mess?

Watch YouTube video for science experiment
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