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Week 4 – Jesus wants to be my Forever Friend

Aim: To teach the children that Jesus invites us all to be his Forever Friend
Scripture Reference: Genesis 3
[bookmark: _Hlk93063962]Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.
Intro: 
Hello kids!! We are so excited to have you here this week. Do you remember what makes you so incredible? (Allow the children to respond) That’s right! You are incredible because you are God’s children! He made you and He love you and that makes you pretty incredible!
Last week we heard the story of how Adam and Eve listened to the devil when he told them a terrible lie. Can you remember what the devil told Eve? (Allow the children to respond) That’s right! He told her she could eat the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden even though God said they mustn’t. 
When didn’t Adam and Eve listen to God did, they get into trouble? (Allow the children to respond) That’s right! God didn’t punish Adam and Eve or shout at them however there were consequences for what they had done. The most important question is did God stop loving them? (Allow the children to respond) Of course not! There is nothing you could ever do could make God stop loving you.
And that is where our story begins today!

Story:

When Adam and Eve ate the fruit, the wonderful friendship God had with his children was broken and they couldn’t live in the special garden anymore. 
But God didn’t want his children to be alone and afraid, so he sent someone to rescue them and be their forever friend. Can you guess who God sent to be our rescuer? (Allow the children to respond) That’s right Jesus! And Jesus is the best friend you could ever wish for.
Let’s take a few moments to talk about our best friends. Do any of you have a best friend? (Allow the children to tell you their best friends names)
As the children respond write down their responses on a sheet of Flipchart paper so you can refer to it later. 
What is your favourite thing about your best friend? (Allow the children to respond) 
What kind of things do you do for your best friend? (Allow the children to respond)
A best friend like … (insert some of the children’s responses here) will also love you just the way you are, even when you make mistakes and do things wrong. A best friend is fun to be with. A best friend protects you when others try to hurt you. A best friend is always there to listen when you want to talk.
Sometimes you might have a best friend for a while and later when you go to a new school or meet new friends that person might not be your best friend anymore, but Jesus isn’t like that. Jesus says when you choose him to be your friend, he’ll be your friend forever!
Isn’t that amazing, Jesus wants to be the kind of friends who loves you just the way you are even when you make mistakes and do things wrong. He wants to be a best friend who is fun to be with. He wants to be a best friend who protects you when others try to hurt you and is always there to listen when you want to talk. Always and forever!
Do you think anyone can be forever friends with Jesus? (Allow the children to respond) The truth is Jesus has invited everyone to be his forever friend. 
What do you think you need to do to have Jesus as your forever friend? (Allow the children to respond) Do you have to be really good and never make mistakes? (Allow the children to respond) No! Jesus loves you just the way you are. All you need to do is ask! You just close your eyes and say a little prayer that goes something like this:
Jesus, thank you for loving me just the way I am. I want you to be my forever friends. Please come into my heart and be my friend forever.  I love you Jesus. Amen.
 Is there anyone here today what wants Jesus to be their Forever Friend? (Allow the children to respond by raising their hands) 
That’s wonderful!
Ok, let’s close our eyes and for those of you who raised your hands you can prayer this little prayer after me:
Let’s Pray:
 Jesus, thank you for loving me just the way I am. I want to be forever friends with you. Please come into my heart and be my forever friend.  I love you Jesus. Amen.


Song and dance with the kids:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQtSfDh8kDI
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