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Week 5 – God is LOVE

Aim: To teach the children that God is love and nothing can separate us from his great love!
Scripture Reference: 1 John 4:16-17 and Romans 8:38
1 John 4:16-17 
16 We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love.
God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 17 And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So, we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we can face him with confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world.
Romans 8:39
No power in the sky or in the earth below -indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus Our Lord 

Opening Activity: Ask the children “How much do you think God loves you?” “Do you know what God did to show how much he loved us all?” 

Answer: he sent his son Jesus to die on the cross for us so that we can’t be in a right relationship with him again and be forgiven for all the mistakes that we make. 

Intro: 
Hey kids, we are so excited to have you here today!! Does anyone remember what we learned about last week? That’s right we learned about how God invites us to be His forever friend.
Did you celebrate something special this week? That’s right it was Valentine’s Day. And what is Valentine’s Day all about? Yes, it’s all about love. So, in line with that today we are going to learn about how God is love and nothing can separate us from God’s love for us. 

  Teaching:
Play the song based on Romans 8:39. Tell the kids they can close their eyes and listen carefully to the words of the song. After listening ask them if they heard anything cool in the song. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AlKNh0Y2DJ8

Today we are going to speak about the truth that God is perfect love defined and nothing can separate us from the love of God. 

Start out by asking the kids to define the word love for you. Talk about all the things that they would say that they love…. who loves pizza, who loves football, etc.? Let each child tell you something they love. Then, say, “This morning we’re talking about the truth that God is love. The word love is very confusing in today’s world. People think they know what love is, but sadly many are very mistaken. There are also different types of love. The way we love our toys is different to the way we love food maybe and that is even different to the way we love our friends and then the way we love our friends is different to the way we love our moms and dads, siblings and other family members, isn’t it? So sometimes can be confusing to define love BUT in 1 Corinthians 13 Paul describes love to us. 

He says: “love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrong. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.’’

That sounds like perfect love to me and that’s the way God loves us. No one else can love this way or love us this way so kindly and patiently -even our parents sometimes get cross with us and that’s ok because they are human BUT God is perfect, and he loves us perfectly.

And the bible says in Romans 8:39 says – that NOTHING can separate us from God’s love. Say to the person next to you NOTHING YOU DO CAN MAKE GOD STOP LOVING YOU.
How cool is that? God just wants to love you and He will always love you no matter what!

Can you say with me “NOTHING CAN SEPARATE US FROM GODS LOVE” again and loud this time? “NOTHING I DO CAN SEPARATE US FROM GODS LOVE”

Let’s Pray: Jesus, thank you for loving me just the way I am. Thank you for being my forever friend and for always loving me. I love you, God. Amen. 

	
                                                       Experiment: 
This experiment demonstrates how nothing can separate us from God’s love. 
Magnet and paper clip experiment. 

                                                           Playtime: 
Once you have finished the lesson let the children play with relevant toys. For the 3 years to Grade R you can go to the jungle gym. The Grades 1 to 3s can play with   Lego or other toys in the classroom. 
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